March 2019

Vol. XXXVI1 No. 3

Mark Your Calendar
Meet the Candidates — April 3
Annual Meeting — April 22
The Annual Meeting of the Parkside Council of
Unit Owners is scheduled for Monday, April 22, at
7:00 p.m. in Parkside's North Clubhouse. On
Tuesday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m., a Meet-theCandidates forum will be held in the South
Clubhouse. All owners and renters are invited to
attend both of these meetings.
The main order of business at the Annual
Meeting is the election of three members of the
Board of Directors for two year terms. Additionally
one member will be elected to fill the one year
remainder of the two year term that was vacated in
2018. In addition, members of the community will
be able to ask questions of Management and the
Board.
The meeting will conclude with
refreshments and an opportunity for
everyone to talk informally with
neighbors and Parkside staff.

Owners
If you are not going to attend the Annual
Meeting on April 22, PLEASE return your
“quorum count” form (which you will receive in
early April) to the office before 5
p.m. on Thursday, April 18.
Without a quorum, the business
of the Annual Meeting cannot be
conducted.

Save the Date!
Parkside's Spring Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, May 18. (The rain date will be Sunday, May 19.)
Details on participating will appear in next month's
newsletter and registration will begin in late April.

New Coupon Books
In late March, new coupon books will be
mailed to all owners not participating in the directdebit program. If you do not receive your new
book by April 1, please call Management.
Direct-Debit Participants: The debit will
occur on the 1st business day of the month. If you
have any questions, please contact Management.
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Chimney Brick Pointing
Ms. Jolles reported that weather factors are
common causes for mortar joints and chimney cap
to deteriorate on the
chimneys for the boiler
rooms. Management
solicited proposals for the
chimney brick pointing for
the nine (9) chimneys
located at 10301M, 10305M,
10307M, 10311M, 10413M,
10505M, 10631M, 10513W,
10637W. This project was last completed in
1992/1993.
The Board unanimously approved to accept the
recommendation from Management to award the
contract to F & A Contracting LLC for the chimney
brick pointing as the lowest bidder.

Decisions and Discussions at the
February Board Meeting
FY 2019-2020 Budget
Ms. Jolles submitted the FY 2019-2020 Draft
Budget with a 2.75% increase in assessments which
was unanimously approved. A new line item for
Parkside Green Committee will be added in the
2020/2021 budget with no effect on the landscape
budget for 2019/2020.
Replacement of Exterior Doors
Ms. Jolles reported that the existing
exterior doors located at various
outside entrances to storage rooms
and shops were installed at the time of
original construction between 1954
and 1966. Since installation the doors have only
received routine maintenance and repairs as needed.
Management solicited proposals for an upgrade to
steel doors and frames as they are subject to outside
weather conditions. Management is recommending
awarding of the contract to Southern Specialty
Corporation as the lowest bidder and having
completed projects in the past with favorable results.
The Board unanimously accepted Management’s
recommendation to award the contract to Southern
Specialty Corporation for the purchase and
installation of the exterior steel doors at various
locations stipulated in the proposal.

Lesser Celandine Treatment
Ms. Jolles submitted a proposal from Davey
Commercial Grounds Management for the treatment
to eliminate lesser celandine without harming the
turf.
The Board unanimously approved to accept the
recommendation from Management to
award the contract to Davey
Commercial Grounds Management for
the Lesser Celandine Treatment at the
stipulated locations.
Outstanding Projects
 Quality of Life Survey Proposals
 Motion Sensor in Storage Rooms
 Infinity Hot Spot

Hallway Refurbishing Project Section I & II
Ms. Jolles reported on the proposals received and
budget allocations for the refurbishing of the
hallways in Section I & II. The project includes
replacement of all flooring materials and wallpaper,
painting of the wall surfaces, entrance and interior
unit doors, hand railings and laundry room walls and
ceilings. Specifications are available for review in the
management office upon request. Demolition of the
hallways will be performed in-house and expended
from the operating budget.
The Board unanimously approved to accept
recommendations from Management to award the
contracts for the wallpaper to Progressive
Wallcovering Technicians, Inc, painting to Palmer
Brothers Painting Contractors, Inc. and flooring to
WC Fowler Carpet Services Inc. as lowest bidders.

Parkside Condominium Management Office
10520 Montrose Avenue—Bethesda, Maryland 20814
Phone: (301) 493-5100 Fax: (301) 493-5031
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.parksidecondo.org
Admin@parksidecondo.org
The Parkside Condominium News is published monthly by
the Communications Committee of Parkside Condominium. Opinions expressed in signed articles are not
necessarily those of the Council of Unit Owners, the
Board of Directors, the Communications Committee, or
employees of Parkside Condominium.
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Welcome Spring with The Parkside
Village at The Village Third Thursday

Security Tips for Users of the
Pedestrian Path

March 21, 2019 at the North Clubhouse

Here are some pointers for people using the path:
 Try not to walk alone, but go in pairs—or take
the long way around, keeping to the public
sidewalk. If you take the long way around at
night, you can avoid walking next to the
woods on the east side of Tuckerman by
walking either on the west side of Tuckerman
or along Avalon's internal road (connecting
with the vehicular egress road near the top of
the hill, close to Metro).
 Walk swiftly.
 Don't wear headphones, particularly at night.
 Be alert and aware of your surroundings, and
if you do see someone suspicious or if you
hear rustling (don't assume that the rustling is
caused by an animal), go in the other direction.
 If you see anyone lurking at a distance, leave
the area AND CALL THE POLICE.

Spring Cleaning? Starting new projects? Planting flowers? Family or cultural tradition?
Nowruz? Beginning a new
exercise program? These are
just a few of the many ways
people may welcome spring –
come share yours and learn about others.
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. /Morning Session:
Enjoy tea and sweets with an opportunity to share
and discuss your personal or cultural spring traditions.
Table space will be available if you would like to add a
display or share a spring accent. Bring a favorite pastry,
sweet or finger food to share.

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m./Evening Event:
Enjoy sweets and refreshments while mingling with
your friends and neighbors to
celebrate the arrival of spring.
Please bring a refreshment or
appetizer to share.

Residents should be aware that most of the
path is in a conservation easement and therefore
cannot be provided directly with light fixtures.
The path receives some illumination from fixtures
in the adjacent Parkside parking lot and from the
Strathmore Park Community.

For more information on this
event, contact Susan Pourian
smpourian@gmail.com For more information on
Parkside Village or if you are interested in hosting a
Parkside Village Third Thursday event, contact Pat
Spencer bethesdapat@gmail.com

Before Altering Your Unit…
Alterations to units may require the prior
written approval of the Board of Directors or the
Architectural Control Committee. If you are
thinking of altering your unit in any way, you
should first review Article V, Section 15 of the
Bylaws.

Consult Your
Bulletin Board Daily
All official notices to members of the
community are posted on the bulletin boards in
the front hallways, but are NOT delivered to each
individual unit. Please check the bulletin board in
your building every evening AFTER 5:00 p.m. on
weekdays. On occasion, management's notices
contain information that you may regret having
missed (e.g., warnings of water shut-offs, parking
lot repairs, etc.).
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Parkside GREEN and the Social
and Recreational Committee invite
you to Celebrate EARTH DAY

Clubhouse. 5:30 p.m. – the end of
the games. Come root for your
team or simply come and enjoy
food and refreshments with your
neighborhood friends!

Come celebrate Earth Day at
Parkside in the South Clubhouse and
parking lot (by the office)* on
Saturday April 6, 2019 from 10:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
There will be a host of
informational displays and activities
for all ages, children and older alike!
Come learn more about plastics, the recycling scenario,
planting activities from seedlings, the importance of
pollinators, artistic endeavors related to taking good
care of our Mother Earth and more!
Parkside and Parkside GREEN will also be
collecting your electronics for recycling (old radios,
computers, printers, cords, etc. AND your batteries
and light bulbs for proper disposal.)
*In case of inclement weather, all activities will be
held in the South Clubhouse.
Schedule on April 6, 2019:
Earth Day activities and information 10:00 a.m. – 2:00
p.m.
Community Garden Meeting 2:30 p.m.– 3:30 p.m.

In-Unit Service Program
Management would like to remind owners that
the In-Unit Service Program now provides owners
with new services, including light carpentry work in
Parkside units. For example, the technicians will
now install curtains and blinds and will hang mirrors
or pictures. Note that if this type of work is being
requested, someone must be in the unit to direct the
technician, or detailed instructions must be left in
the unit so the technician can perform the installation properly. If no one is home or detailed instructions are not in the unit, the technician will not perform the work.
Management also wants to remind owners of the
various services already offered through the In-Unit
Service Program. The technicians perform various
plumbing duties, including snaking, repairing leaks,
and installing new sinks, toilets, and vanities. They
also order and install appliances, repair window
casements, install closet doors, and service original
or Parkside-replaced heating and air conditioning
units (“H&AC units” refers only to Sections II–V).

THEN, after the Parkside GREEN
Earth Day event, how about some
ORANGE?! (Basketball that is!)
Don’t miss the FINAL FOUR NCAA
Basketball Game Party hosted by the
Social and Recreational Committee in the South

If you have a project that you’re not sure can be
completed through the In-Unit Service Program,
contact the Management Office to find out.

GREEN Tip of the Month from Parkside GREEN:
During the month of April, enjoy Earth Day events or a GREEN activity including the following:
Montgomery County Greenfest 2019 at Brookside Gardens on April 28, 2019
https://onemontgomerygreen.org/index.php/calendarevent/montgomery-county-greenfest-2019/
Drive Electric Earth Day is celebrated across the nation during the month of April
https://driveelectricearthday.org/events-list.php
Information on Montgomery County sponsored paper shredding events
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sws/programs/paper-shredding.html
Learn more about the history of Earth Day (officially April 22), a global celebration
https://www.earthday.org/campaigns/endangered-species/earthday2019/

Parkside GREEN meets the second Tuesday of each month in the South Clubhouse from 7:00
p.m.-8:30 p.m. Meetings and all special events are open to all Parkside residents and their guests.
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Important Information
About Smoke Detectors

the source is cooking fumes, open the windows,
turn on the exhaust fan or fan the detector with a
towel, piece of paper or just your hands. If steam
from the shower has triggered the alarm, close the
bathroom door, open a window and/or turn on the
exhaust fan.

During the annual unit
inspections, Management has
noticed that a disturbing number
of residents do not have
functioning smoke detectors.
Some of the smoke detectors are
simply no longer working, but
others have been deliberately disabled by residents.

Testing and Maintaining Your Smoke Detector
As noted above, you should test your detector
once a month as recommended by the NFPA.
Most of the detectors at Parkside have a test
button you can press to see if the detector is in
good working order. When you press the
button, hold it down until you hear a beep. If
the detector is not functioning properly, there
will be no beep and should be replaced as soon
as possible.

Residents should realize that in case of fire, a
functioning smoke detector may mean the difference
between living and dying. According to the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), during 2009–
2013 almost two-thirds of home fire deaths were the
result of fires in homes with either no smoke
detector or no working smoke detector. A
functioning smoke detector gives you enough time
to escape if your unit catches fire.

However, a few units still have old smoke
detectors, and these old ones—although they are
hard-wired—do not have a test button but they do
have a red indicator light. If the red light is on, your
detector is working. If it is not on, the detector is
not working. If your unit still has one of the old
smoke detectors it should be replaced as soon as
possible. Newer smoke detectors may have a green
(not red) light and a test button.

Based on when Parkside was constructed
and as of January 1, 2018 the Montgomery County
Fire Code requires that each unit have a hard-wired
smoke detector (one that is wired into the building’s
electricity) and should be replaced every 10 years.
For even better protection, your hard-wired detector
should have a battery back-up, which will ensure
that the smoke detector works when the power goes
out. Management encourages every owner to
upgrade his or her smoke detector so that it has a
combination hard-wired and battery back-up system.
If you are unsure when your smoke detector was last
replaced Management suggests you have it replaced
as soon as possible.

In addition to monthly testing, the battery
should be changed at least once a year or sooner if
you hear the chirp of the low battery alarm. Always
follow the manufacturer’s instructions on other
maintenance. If your smoke detector model does
not have battery back-up, it should be upgraded.
Ensuring that your smoke detector is working is
a small and easy step that can mean the difference
between living and dying for your family and for
your neighbors.

Although Management tests the smoke detectors
as part of the unit inspection, those inspections
happen only about once a year. It is therefore an
excellent idea for residents to periodically test their
smoke detectors themselves during the year to
ensure that the detectors are functioning properly.
(On testing, see below.)

Be aware that the fire alarms inside the
entrance doors of the buildings DO NOT
summon the fire department. Rather, they notify
everyone in the building of the fire emergency.

Nuisance Alarms
Sometimes an alarm goes off because of a
cooking fumes or steam from a hot shower. The
solution is to address the source of the nuisance.
You should NEVER disable the smoke detector! If

In case of fire, you need to get out of the
building first (notifying your neighbors as you go)
and THEN CALL 9-1-1.
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Recent Sales

Parkside Condominium Lock-out
Policy

Section I
313 M 3/1 $257,750

Since Parkside became a condominium, it has
been the Board's policy not to provide an afterhours
lock-out service to residents who have locked themselves out of their units during nonbusiness hours. If
you are locked out of your unit when the office is
closed, you must call a locksmith—unless you have
left an extra set of keys with a neighbor and the
neighbor is home at your time of need.

George Mason
Mortgage, LLC

Section II—None
Section III—None
Section IV—None
Section V—None
We are currently 50% owner occupied.

The primary reason for the policy is to ensure the
security of residents and their individual units by
preventing illegal access: determining who is
authorized to have access to each unit can be
difficult. Proper identification must be provided, and
files must be checked to verify current occupancy.
Even though a set of keys to each unit is in
Management's possession, those keys
are strictly for emergency use—
emergency being defined as a
situation that is life threatening or
dangerous. When public safety
authorities need access to a unit and
the resident is not home, on-duty
staff will use Managements' set of keys to provide
admittance. And when a building engineer or
contractor needs access to deal with a plumbing leak,
gas leak, electrical problem, etc., and the resident is
not home, on-duty staff will likewise provide
admittance. Examples of other equally critical
situations in which on-duty staff will provide access
are when a child is locked inside a unit, when someone is trapped on a balcony, or when food is
burning on the stove of an unoccupied unit. In other
words, staff has been instructed to provide access
to an unoccupied unit only in life-threatening or
dangerous situations—situations that could result in
damage to common elements, to personal property
or to life and limb.

Hail & Farewell
Listed in alphabetical order are the names of the
latest buyers and sellers of Parkside units.
Buyers:
Shahla G. Abdi
Sellers:

The Board of Directors and Management
Office encourage all residents to
leave an additional set of keys with
a neighbor, nearby friend or
relative in anticipation of just such
a situation.
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CLASSIFIED ADS—Next Deadline: Monday, April 2

Units for Rent
Section II, 3BR, 1BA. For rent.
Patio on the park. Wood floors.
Updated nicely. Steps to Metro.
$1900 includes utilities, parking,
storage and amenities. Contact
Cooper Stanley at 301-919-8237
RE/MAX Realty Services office
240- 403-0400
Section II, 3BR, 1BA. For rent.
$1,700 Includes utilities, Off street
parking, Windows to park & trees.
Call C. Tai at 301-762-5522.
Available now.
Section IV, 3BR, 1 1/2 BA: Str etch
unit. Updated, Balcony overlooking
woods, $1,995. Call Mike 301-9060522.
Section V, 1BR, 1BA. For r ent.
Balcony. Sunny and spacious! $1475
includes utilities, parking, storage
and amenities. Call Cooper Stanley
at 301 919-8237. RE/MAX Realty
Services. Office 240-403-0400.

Section V, 3 BR, 2BA: 1440 sq. ft.
Fore rent by owner. Renovated unit
in Parkside. Lovely view of woods.
Great building. Kid friendly. $2,250
(Incl. utilities). 701-815-2905.

Units for Sale
Section V, 2BR, 2BA. Top floor .
Balcony. Many updates. Thermal
windows. Spacious and bright!
$325,000 call Don directly at 301
919-8287. email: donstanleyrealty@gmail.com RE/MAX Realty
Services office 240-403-0400
Section V, 2BR, 2BA. Beautiful
wood floors throughout. Updated
kitchen and bathrooms, thermal
windows. Patio opens to large grassy
common area. Model home. Call
Don now at 301-919-8287. RE/
MAX Realty Services. Office 240403-0400

Section V, 2 BR, 2BA: Rent soon
"Stretch" top floor, quiet garden
balcony, Clean, New paint,
Refinished floors, New kitchen
updates. Call 301-919-2916 to speak
with owner/landlord.

Services
Real Estate: What is the value of
my Parkside condo? What should I
do to keep it current, or to prepare
it for sale? What are the
improvements that will net the
highest return? For a free no
obligation appointment contact Don
Stanley RE/MAX Realty Services.
Direct 301- 919-8287, Office 240403-0400 donstanleyrealty@gmail.com
Real Estate: Buying, selling or
renting. 38 years of experience
helping home buyers and sellers
make sound real estate decisions.
Native of the DMV. Condos, townhouse and single family homes in
MD, DC and VA. For a referral
anywhere in the country and in over
100 other countries contact Don
Stanley. donstanleyrealty@gmail.com direct 301-9198287 office 240-403-0400
Allstate Insurance:
SandyPoole@Allstate.com
301-656-8898. Call us to review
your current policy and to make
sure you have the correct coverages.
We also want to make sure you
have all the discounts available for
Parkside owners and renters.

Interested in Advertising at Parkside?
Do you have a unit to rent or sell, items for sale, or a business you’d like to promote? Parkside’s monthly
newsletter is hand-delivered free of charge to 954 units (1,800 residents), mailed to an additional 120 owners, and
uploaded to the Association’s Web site. Distribution occurs in the middle of each month. For additional
information, please contact Jenna in the Management Office, 301-493-5100 or JennaG@parksidecondo.org
Advertising Rates*:
Business Card—$25 1/4 page—$45 1/2 page—$75 Full Page—$125
Classified—$10 per 25 words, additional $1 for each additional 10 words
* Payment is due with the ad. 1/4 page, 1/2 page, and full-page ads must be submitted electronically.
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