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Decisions and Discussions at the
November Board Meeting
Laundry
At the November Board of Directors meeting, the
Board approved and awarded the contract for laundry
machines to Scheffres Laundry Service, effective
January 1, 2019. The current contract with CSC
ServiceWorks expires on December 31, 2018. Scheffres
is located in Beltsville, Maryland and as a local business
it was felt that they would offer prompt maintenance
and service, and responsive customer service. Each unit
in Parkside will receive new payment cards, each of
which will include a $5 credit. The new cards will be
delivered to each unit prior to the installation of the
new machines.
Scheffres will begin installing the brand new machines
on Monday, January 7, 2019. Due to Parkside’s size and
the number of machines, and the need to coordinate
the change with CSC ServiceWorks, the complete
change over will take approximately 10 days.
All residents should bear in mind that the current laundry payment cards will not work with the new
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Management Office Closings for
Christmas and New Year's:
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Tuesday, January 1, all day
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equipment, so it is advised that residents not load
more money on their cards than is necessary prior
to the installation of the new machines. Also, the
new cards will only work with the incoming new
machines, not the current
ones.

Meetings of the
Board of Directors
The Board of Directors meets on the third
Tuesday of every month except April at 7:00
p.m. in the South Clubhouse (next to the
management office). Everyone is welcome to
attend.

Security
Security committee chair
Wayne Crist, reported on
the informational meeting
with Montgomery County Transportation
Department on traffic calming methods available
to the community. Input is welcome from the
Board to put together a packet
with options and illustration for
the community. A survey will
be devolved for Board review.

The agenda is posted ahead of time in the
hallways. Note especially that people in the
audience have an opportunity to address the
board (on any topic) during the "open forum"
part of the agenda, which is from 7:30 to 8
(unless the business of the meeting is finished
earlier, in which case the open forum may also
be earlier).

Landscaping
Landscape and Grounds committee chair,
Laura McIntosh reported that the committee is
working on a prototype for the corner of
Weymouth and Montrose to present to the Board
after the 1st of the year. The next meeting of the
committee.

Interested in Advertising at
Parkside?
Parkside’s monthly newsletter is hand-delivered
free of charge to 954 units (1,800 residents), mailed
to an additional 120 owners, and uploaded to the
Association’s website. Distribution occurs in the
middle of each month. For additional information,
please contact Jenna in the management office, 301-493-5100, or
Admin@parksidecondo.org

Outstanding Projects




Possible New Vendor for Quality of Life
Survey
Motion Sensors in Laundry Rooms
Hallway Design Bid Solicitation

Advertising Rates*:
Business Card—$25
1/4 page—$45
1/2 page—$75
Full Page—$125
Classified—$10 per 25 words, additional $1 for
each 10 after.
* Payment is due with the ad. 1/4 page, 1/2 page, and full-
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If a Winter Storm Leaves You
In the Dark . . .

Free Holiday Greens
For Residents

There are two ways to report power outages:
either call Pepco immediately at 1-877-737-2662 or
call Management (see below for further information
about both ways of reporting).
So that you’ll know when power is restored,
turn off all electrical appliances that were operating
when the outage occurred—except the refrigerator
and one light. Once you have power again, don't
turn on all heavy appliances at once or you may
overload the circuits and produce another outage.

Grounds staff will place holiday greens in front
of the tennis court beginning December 18 for
residents to use in decorating their units. Our staff
will continually replenish the collection of greens
until December 22. You are welcome to select what
you need.

Reporting an Outage to Pepco
If you call Pepco to report an outage at
Park- side (or to seek a status update), you will need
at least two pieces of information: your building’s
Pepco service address and its account number. If
you are unsure of your service address and account
number, contact the Management Office.

However, please take only what you need for
your own unit. In past years some residents took so
many greens—apparently supplying their friends as
well as themselves—that staff had to spend too
much time replenishing the supply. That is not an
economical use of staff time. Please, do not abuse
this opportunity to get free holiday greenery—or the
opportunity may not be available in future years.

Calling Management
Remember, though, that you do not need to call
Pepco directly because if you report an outage to the
Parkside office at any time (301-493-5100), staff will
determine the extent of the outage, will discover
whether the outage is Parkside’s or Pepco’s
responsibility, and will notify Pepco.
Note that throughout the duration of the outage,
staff will check with Pepco periodically and will
update residents via the Management Office
voicemail, the Parkside
website, and Management’s
e-mail distribution list.

Parkside Condominium Management Office
10520 Montrose Avenue—Bethesda, Maryland 20814
Phone: (301) 493-5100 Fax: (301) 493-5031
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.parksidecondo.org
Parkside.condominium@verizon.net

Downed Wires and
Life-Threatening Emergencies

The Parkside Condominium News is published monthly by
the Communications Committee of Parkside Condominium. Opinions expressed in signed articles are not
necessarily those of the Council of Unit Owners, the
Board of Directors, the Communications Committee, or
employees of Parkside Condominium.

To report downed wires and life-threatening
emergencies, call 877-737-2662. Stay away from
downed power lines, even if they look harmless.
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Plans for Strathmore Square

With regard to the surface parking lot: the existing Metro garage will be extended outward on its
western and southern sides to provide the same
number of additional spaces in the garage as the
number of spaces currently provided by the surface
parking lot, which will then no longer exist. In other
words, the amount of parking for Metro users will
not change, but all the spaces will be in the
(enlarged) garage.
As noted, most of the buildings will be residential,
and right now apartments are more likely than
condominiums. Senior housing or assisted living is a
possibility. So is a hotel (as part of the allowable
commercial space).
Across the center of the property, going north to
south, will be a road whose working name is Spine
Road. Spine Road will connect Avalon’s internal
road (which currently ends at the vehicular exit road)
to the road that now carries cars between the garage
and Tuckerman Lane.

by Jane Lewin

What and where is Strathmore Square?
Strathmore Square is the name of the community
to be developed on the Grosvenor-Strathmore Metro
property. Strathmore Square’s northern boundary is
the northern arm of Tuckerman Lane (the part of
Tuckerman that passes between the Metro garage and
the Music Center); southern boundary, the vehicular
exit road used by buses, taxis, and Kiss ‘n’ Ride
drivers; eastern boundary, Tuckerman Lane in front
of Strathmore Park and Stoneybrook; and western
boundary, the Metro station and tracks.
When Strathmore Square is fully built, it will
replace the current surface parking lot (see next section) as well as the current storm-water-management
pond, the grassy hillside across the vehicular exit road
from Meridian, and the trees on that grassy hillside. It
will also replace the wooded area that currently surrounds the staircase connecting Tuckerman Lane
(opposite the Stoneybrook exit) to the parking lot.

Will Strathmore Square compete with White
Flint? With Pike and Rose?
Speaking to a Parkside audience on November
19, Ron Kaplan—a principal of the development
company, Fivesquares Development—said Strathmore Square will be different from both White Flint
and Pike and Rose, and will be unique. First, this site
has two assets that neither of those other sites has:
proximity to the Music Center, and proximity to
green space—and he aims to take full advantage of
both of those assets. Second, he aims to create a
community and not simply build buildings, and he
has ideas on how to make that happen. Third, the
expected retail establishments will be small and local,
designed to service and draw
customers from the entire
neighborhood (Stoneybrook,
Strathmore Park, Parkside, Avalon,
Meridian, Grosvenor Park, and
Strathmore Square itself) rather than
from a wider area.
One possibility, for example, is incubator spaces
for small entrepreneurs. That is one idea. The developer is looking to us and other neighborhood residents for additional ideas.
(Continued on Page 6)

What kind of development will Strathmore
Square be?
Both the Planning Board and the County Council
voted unanimously to make the site densely
residential and to have a limited space for commercial
establishments. To understand just how dense
Strathmore Square will be, consider that the number
of dwelling units allowed there is roughly twice the
number of dwelling units at Parkside, but whereas
Parkside’s 954 units are spread out over 69 acres,
Strathmore Square’s approximately 2,000 dwelling
units will be confined to roughly 7.5 acres. That
density requires height: building heights at
Strathmore Square will range from 4 stories (along
Tuckerman Lane facing Strathmore Park’s two
buildings) to possibly 30 stories (up by the station).
That density also requires that green space be kept to
a minimum: there will be one green area covering 1.2
acres up near the Metro entrance/exit. The developer
envisages that green area as a central open space that
will become the center of the neighborhood and give
the community a sense of place.
4
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When will construction start, and how long will it
take?
Mr. Kaplan said the project would start with the
extensions to the Metro garage. Construction of
these extensions is expected to begin this coming
winter and to last for about a year. Construction of
Strathmore Square itself may start in 2020, depending
on financing, but right now no decisions have been
made as to which of the residential buildings will go
up first (and no decisions have been made as to the
exact look of any of the buildings). In January, a
preliminary plan will be submitted to the Planning
Board.
The entire project will require 10 to 20 years to
complete.
How will parking be addressed?
Each building will have its own parking facility
(perhaps underground, perhaps off-street lots) plus
visitor spaces. No street parking is planned. All
building lobbies will open to Spine Road, and
pickups (e.g., by Uber) will occur in front of a lobby.
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site as a whole will not be regraded, stairs will
continue to be needed to allow pedestrians to reach
Metro from Tuckerman.
Reduction in the speed limit on Tuckerman?
The county’s Department of Transportation will
make decisions about speed limits and stop signs as
portions of the development are completed and as
their effects on traffic become clear.
Ancillary retail? Restaurants, cafés?
As noted above, the ancillary retail is expected to
be only small establishments to serve the neighborhood. Thus, restaurants and cafés will probably be
small places, not big (sit-down) places, although if a
hotel were to be built, it would have a restaurant and
bar and would therefore offer a place to meet.
Contact
You may send your comments and suggestions to
Ron Kaplan at community@strathmoresquare.com.

And traffic impact?
Mitigation will be needed, and it may take the
form of new lanes and changes in the timing of
signals on Rockville Pike. At site plan review,
the county will look at specific buildings and
traffic patterns.

Christmas Tree Disposal
To help with holiday clean-up, please discard
your Christmas tree next to one of the former
recreation lots or on the ball field. Please do not
leave your discarded tree on your balcony or patio
or on the curb.

Staging during construction?
Staging will occur on the Metro property itself,
which is large enough for all vehicles and materials to
be stored on the property. Other than trucks entering
and exiting the property, there should be no effect on
Tuckerman Lane.

Management
requests that you
wrap the tree in
plastic or a bed
sheet before
removing it from
your unit, to avoid
leaving a trail of
dead pine needles
through the building hallway.

Storm-water management?
Storm-water ponds are no longer legal. The site
will use Environmental Site Design (current best
practices to minimize storm-water runoff).
Will Tuckerman Lane be redone?
Tuckerman Lane already has bike lanes, and the
county plans a “green” setback along the curb, but
the road will not be widened. In addition, since the

If you cannot wrap your tree or if you leave a
trail of pine needles in the hallway, please pick up or
vacuum up the needles left behind.
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Important Winter-Weather Notice

Parkside Readers Select

When the outside temperature is below 10
degrees Fahrenheit (-14 C), always leave your
kitchen water faucet turned on just enough to allow
the water to drip slowly, to prevent the pipes from
freezing and bursting. In addition, leave open the
cabinet door beneath the kitchen sink, to allow
warm air from your unit to circulate around the
pipes.

Parkside Readers, the Parkside book group, meets
next on Wednesday January 2 at 7:30 pm. To get
the address for the meeting (we take turns hosting)
or to be added to the group's email list, email Pat
McNees patmcnees@gmail.com or call her at 301897-8557 (after 10 am). All Parkside residents are
welcome. This is an easy and pleasant way to get to
know fellow Parkside residents.

If you know that a unit in your building is vacant
or that one of your neighbors is
out of town, please contact
Management at your earliest
convenience so that staff may
check the faucet in that unit.

For January we are reading Born a Crime: Stories from
a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah. Noah’s
unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the
desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his
birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a
black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union
was punishable by five years in prison.

__________________________________________________________________

Security Incidents
November 2—December 5
No security incidents were reported during this
time period.

In February we are reading Bloodsworth: The True Story of the First Death Row Inmate Exonerated by DNA
Evidence by Tim Junkin. Charged with the rape and
murder of a nine-year-old girl in 1984, Bloodsworth
was tried, convicted, and sentenced to die in
Maryland's gas chamber. This is the story of his
tireless fight against a justice system that failed him.

Reminder: If you have been the victim of a
crime, please report the incident to the police
(301-279-8000) immediately, and to the
Management Office as soon as possible during
normal business hours. And remember: the
number to call in an emergency (police, fire,
rescue) is 9-1-1.

If you are looking for crime reports for Parkside on
the Montgomery County website, we are located in
the 2nd District, D4 beat.
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FORUM

Keep Balcony Light Switches ON
Management would like to remind residents to
keep their balcony/patio light switches ON at all
times. The lights themselves are photo-controlled, so
they will automatically go off in the daylight and
come on in the evening. If your light fixture is one
that stays on all the time because it is in a shaded
area, leave your switch in the “on” position anyway,
rather than having to remember to turn it on at dusk
and off at daylight. The extra amount of electricity
used is minimal, and from a security point of view,
the expense is worth it.

1. All letters must be addressed "To the Editor,"
must be signed, and must be accompanied by the
writer's address and phone number. Names will be
withheld upon request.
2. Letters containing obscenity or personal
attacks will not be printed.
3. The Communications Committee may edit
letters to make them shorter or clearer.
4. The Communications Committee may seek to
confirm the accuracy of any information presented
in the letters and may eek responses from people
holding divergent views.
Deadline for the January issue: NOON
Thursday, December 27. Remember to sign your
letter and provide your name, address, and telephone number. Your name will be withheld if you
wish.

Lighting is a proven deterrent to nocturnal crime,
and Parkside’s security procedures recommend that
balcony and patio lights remain on at night. The lights
also help illuminate the parking lots for residents who
come home after dark.
Please make sure that your light is working. If you
need to replace the bulb, you can purchase a
replacement at the Management Office for $4. If your
balcony/patio light is not working properly, owners
who are members of the In-Unit Service Program
may submit a work request to have the light fixture
repaired or replaced. Owners who are not members
of the program may have their own contractors do
the work. If you are a renter in the unit, let the owner
know that the repair is needed.

A Note About the Building
Entrance Fire Alarms
Be aware that the fire alarm inside the entrance
door of every building DOES NOT summon the
fire department. Instead, it notifies everyone in the
building of a fire emergency.

Before Altering Your Unit…

In case of fire, you need to get out of the
building first (notifying your neighbors by using
the pull station inside the entrance door as you go)
and THEN call 9-1-1.

Alterations to units may require the prior written
approval of the board of directors or the
Architectural Control Committee. If you are
thinking of altering your unit in any way, you
should first review Article V, Section 15 of the
bylaws.

When your neighbors in the building hear the
alarm, they should exit the building as quickly as
possible.
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The Budget Process

2. At a meeting on the third Saturday in
December, the Board, Committee Chairs, members
of the Budget & Finance Committee, representatives
of Management, and Parkside’s managing agent
discuss the draft. The purpose of the meeting is to
review, understand, and challenge everything in the
draft budget. No decisions are made at this meeting.
All decisions on the budget are made at the
regular monthly Board meetings, to which all
residents and owners are invited.

Parkside’s annual budget process is now under
way. The Association’s fiscal year starts on April 1,
and the Board of Directors will approve the final
version of the annual budget at its regular meeting in
February. This article gives background and explains
the stages in the process.

Underlying Principles and Guidelines
Parkside uses a zero-based budget, which means
that expenses in all categories do not start from the
expenses of the previous year but have to be
justified as cost-effective in their own right. Thus,
when Management prepares the first draft of the
budget, it starts not with the previous year’s budget
but with what has to be accomplished, and staff then
calculate what that will cost.

3. At the Board’s December meeting, members
decide what they want to change in the first draft.
4. Management then incorporates those changes,
and the resulting second draft is mailed to all owners
in early January.
5. On the first Tuesday in February, the Board
holds a public hearing on the second draft. The
purpose of the hearing is to allow owners to express
to the Board their views on the draft budget.

Management's general goal in preparing the
budget is to maintain, preserve, and enhance our
assets. More specifically, in preparing the first draft,
Management is guided by several legal documents.
One is the Maryland Condominium Act, which sets
forth requirements on preparation of the budget,
time frame, and items to be included (e.g., income,
utilities, administration, reserves). Another legal
underpinning is the Association’s Bylaws (Article V,
Section 2, "Preparation and Approval of Budget").
Other essential documents are the board resolutions
on budgeting and assessments, personnel
compensation, ongoing contracts, and investments.
Together, these documents make it clear that
Management has an obligation to present an accurate account of the financial requirements for meeting the goals of the community.

6. On the third Tuesday in February, at its
regular monthly meeting, the Board decides on the
final version of the budget.

The 2018–2019 Budget
The draft budget that will be
discussed on Saturday, December
15 (see Step 3 above).

The Process, Step by Step
1. In the fall, Management begins working on a
first draft, which the Budget & Finance Committee
reviews and which goes to the Board and Committee
Chairs in early December. The draft reflects not only
the governing legal documents but also
recommendations made by staff, the committees,
and members of the community as expressed in the
annual quality-of-life survey.

At the December Board meeting, the Board will
decide on the budget to be sent to owners in January
for comment at a public hearing on February 5, before
the final budget is adopted at the Board meeting on
February 19.
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Emergency Preparedness:
Risks of the Holiday Season

Not only extension cords but also outlets and
the electric wiring in our walls can overheat,
causing a circuit breaker to trip or a fuse to blow
more than once. If that happens, call the office and
have Parkside maintenance, or your own licensed
electrician, determine the cause. And never replace
fuses with higher-capacity fuses!

by Steve Furlong*
The Security Committee offers this article to
help Parkside residents, staff, and owners prevent or
reduce losses and be better prepared for an
emergency if one occurs. Welcome to the world of
risk management and emergency preparedness!

What about real (non-electric) candles? Like
your gas stove, they have actual
flames—but they are much less
controllable than a properly
functioning stove. They can add a
real glow to the season, but be
sure to put them in safe places.
That means out of the reach of
children, and it also means places
where they won’t burn something above them or fall
over onto something flammable.

Since this is December, we discuss some holiday
risks and concerns that all too often spoil this otherwise joyous season.
First, take proper care of your Christmas tree.
This means make sure it has a “fresh cut”
on the bottom so the trunk will absorb
water. Then, of course, see that the tree’s
holder or stand always has water, since a
dry Christmas tree is highly flammable.
Also, check the lights. Many tree fires
(which start whole-house fires) are caused
by faulty cords for tree lights and by hot
bulbs that touch and set off dry needles
and branches.

All of these fire hazards are compounded in the
winter because of the much drier air in our homes at
this time of year. We can’t do much about that, but
we do need to be aware of the dangers that come
with the start of the heating season.
Everything discussed above is aimed at reducing
the frequency of fires, or even at preventing fires
entirely. But what if a fire gets started despite our
best efforts? You guessed it: smoke detectors are
quick, easy, and inexpensive tools to help us detect
fires early, before they become a major problem.

Not all of us have trees, but many of us have
electric candles that glow cheerfully in windows.
These candles have two basic problems: (1) often
they are not properly positioned and secured, so they
are in danger of slipping off window sills or other
platforms. The result is that very hot light bulbs end
up touching furniture, trees, or other flammables. (2)
Often the cords of these electric candles are frayed
or simply have poor insulation.

You’ve heard this before, but now really is a
great time to check those batteries and test the
alarms. Fire can have truly devastating effects, and
early detection can make a huge difference. Smoke
detectors have saved literally tens of thousands of
lives throughout the United States, and they
continue to save lives every day. Thus, be wise and
check your smoke detectors on a regular basis (try
the same day each month). Also, follow the
manufacturer’s guidelines for the maintenance and
use of your smoke detectors.

Speaking of electric cords, make sure that the
extension cords used for all your lights are suitable.
It is very easy to overload extension cords at any
time, but especially during the holiday season. They,
too, can get very hot. People have actually burned
their hands by grabbing well insulated but very hot
extension cords. The lesson is to make sure that the
cords you use are in good condition and have
enough current-carrying capacity. Check the manufacturer’s information for amp-rated capacity, which
is usually written on the cord.

* For many years until his death in 2007, Steve Furlong was a
member of the Security Committee. This article was one of
several he wrote for the newsletter.
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year, and ask which are the drive wheels.)

Cars and Coping with Snow
On Parkside Property

Second—and this is critical for ice and some wet
snows—if possible, pull into a space on an
upward slant (even if that means your car will be
pointed away from the lot’s exit). You want your
drive wheels to be slightly lower than the other
wheels so that you can use gravity in getting out to
the plowed center lane of the parking lot.

Note: Parkside's streets are owned and
maintained by the county, so the county is
responsible for plowing them. All the off-street lots
and sidewalks (and the county-owned sidewalks
along the streets) are plowed by Parkside staff.

Snowstorm Parking in Our Lots

Things to Avoid

When a snowstorm is expected or in progress,
drivers can help themselves—and the Parkside
snow-clearing crew—by remembering that the crew
attempts to clear the CENTER of each lot. Thus:




Park with the bumper or grill even with the
curb and NOT overhanging the sidewalk. Cars
that overhang the sidewalk prevent the plow from
clearing the sidewalk.

Never ever park in the center lane of your
parking lot. Even if the plow has already been
through once, it is going to return, and if your
car is in the center lane there will be no way for
the plow to make things better for all the other
people who use your lot.

When you push snow off your car’s hood, don’t
push it forward onto already cleared pavement
but push it to the side, where a little more snow
won’t matter.
Do NOT use hot water to free your windshield
wipers, door locks, etc. The run-off will freeze and
cause a slipping hazard. Instead, if your car lock is
frozen, dip the key in rubbing alcohol, put it into the
keyhole, and turn it gradually. If you use WD-40, put
the straw that comes with the can directly into the
lock and then spray (chemicals will ruin paint if
sprayed onto finish).

Leave one side of your lot clear, if possible.
If you come home when it is snowing and you
see five cars parked on one side of your lot but
none parked on the other side and there is room
for a sixth car on the first side, park there. If one
side of the lot is free of cars, plowing can be
faster and more thorough.

If conditions are very bad, you can improve your
situation by doing the following:

Custom Plowing

When the weather emergency is over, if crew
members have time they will go through the
property to do custom plowing (i.e., to help
individual drivers). They will use the truck or the
loader to clear in front or in back of a car but will
usually not do hand-shoveling, because the shovel
might hit the car and create liability; and they will
not use the truck or loader to clear the side of the
car, because damage will probably result.

First, park so that your drive wheels are closer
to the center lane than the non-drive wheels are.
The center of the lot will be cleared by Parkside
staff, so parking with your drive wheels closer to
that cleared lane means there will be less snow and
ice for your car to inch its way through before
reaching cleared pavement. (The drive wheels are the
ones that spin if you’re on ice. If you have frontwheel drive, the front wheels are the drive wheels. If
you have rear-wheel drive, the rear wheels are the
drive wheels. If you don’t know which you have, you
can look under the car to see if there is a drive shaft
[3” diameter] attaching the engine to the rear axle: if
there is, you have rear-wheel drive, and if not, you
have front-wheel drive. If you can not tell, you can
call a dealer, identify your car by make, model, and

If you need custom plowing, call the office. But
if you’re not planning on using your car or if your
vehicle doesn’t work, don’t ask the crew to spend
time freeing up your car. Let the crew spend all
their time helping people who actually need to use
their cars.
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Shovels and Shoveling
A snow shovel has been placed in each laundry
room (or under the stairs in buildings without a
laundry room) for use by residents of the building.
After each use, please return the shovel promptly so
that it will be available to other building residents.
NOTE: If too many shovels "disappear,"
Management will stop making them available.

Calling All Residents with
Financial Management
Experience
The Budget & Finance Committee, which
works closely with management during the budget
process, currently needs a chairperson. If you have
financial management experience, are interested in
Parkside’s budget and the process by which it is
developed, and are willing to donate your time on
behalf of the Association, please contact the management office.

If you yield to the urge to shovel your own
sidewalk, shovel it for only half of its width so that
if the snow is followed by freezing rain and your
handiwork becomes a sheet of ice, the other half of
the sidewalk will be crusty and usable.
Anytime you take advantage of one of the sand
barrels placed along the roads, please remember to
return the shovel to the barrel.
It is a good idea for every driver to keep a flat
shovel in the trunk (a handle too long to fit in the
trunk can be cut). A flat shovel is more useful than a
snow shovel in more conditions.
Please drive safely!

Calling All Residents with
Architectural Experience
The Architectural Control Committee (ACC)
needs members and the board is looking for
residents with experience in design, architecture, or
construction to volunteer for this important
committee.
The ACC reviews requests from owners who wish
permission to modify their units, and spearheads
major design projects for the Association.
If you have the requisite expertise and are willing
to donate your time as a member or chairperson of
the ACC, please contact the management office.

Utilities & Your October Condo Fee
In the month of October, the cost of utilities
amounted to 29.89% of your condominium fee.
For example, if your condominium fee is $400 per
month, in October $119.56 of that went for
water, electricity, heating gas, and cooking gas.
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Holiday Safety Tips from
Montgomery County Police

 Deter pickpockets and purse-snatchers. Don’t
overburden yourself with packages. Be extra careful
with purses and wallets. Carry a purse close to your
body, not dangling by the straps or on your back.
Put a wallet in an inside coat or front pants pocket.
 Shopping with kids? Teach them to go to a
store clerk or security guard if you get separated.
Carry your cell phone in a case clipped on your belt
or waist area, not in a purse.

This holiday season, don’t let the spirit of giving
lull you into giving burglars, robbers, thieves and
pickpockets a better chance to do their dirty work.
Criminals love the holidays just as much as everyone
else, but mostly because it’s an opportune time for
crime!
Homes or cars jam-packed with glittering gifts.
Stores, malls and streets filled with unsuspecting
shoppers. People rushing around, stressed out and
careless, looking for gifts, trying to get everything
done. It’s enough to make a criminal giddy with
holiday joy.

Theft of packages delivered to your residence:
Unless you’ve had a package stolen from your
doorstep, you probably don’t give much thought to
where is being delivered. But maybe you should.
Montgomery County Police are alerting people about
package theft by criminals who snatch packages
from your doorsteps. (Note from Management:
Deliveries are not accepted at the Management
Office)
Fortunately, there are some steps you can take to
make sure your packages stay out of the grasp of
criminals.

Here are some tips on how to celebrate safely this holiday season:
If You’re traveling…
 Get an automatic timer for your
lights.
 Ask a trusted neighbor to watch your home.
 Don’t forget to have mail and newspaper
delivery stopped. If it piles up, it’s a sure sign you’re
gone.

FedEx, UPS and Amazon
With FedEx Delivery Manager, you can
customize delivery times and addresses, have your
packages held at a FedEx location, sign for your
delivery in advance, and provide specific delivery
location instructions. You can sign up for free but
FedEx charges a fee for certain services, such as
scheduling a delivery.

If You’re Out for the Evening….
 Turn on lights and a radio or TV so it looks
like someone is home.
 Be extra cautious about locking doors and
windows when you leave, even if it’s just for a few
minutes.
 Don’t display gifts where they can be seen
from outside (near windows).

UPS offers a service called My Choice (the basic
program is free) that gives you advance notice of
delivery times and allows you to reroute packages to
another address or reschedule deliveries for a future
date. You can also activate a vacation setting to have
packages held and delivered when you return home.
UPS has a service, Access Point, that allows you to
drop off and pick up packages at designated neighborhood businesses.

If You’re Shopping….
 Stay alert and be aware of
what’s going on around you.
 Park in a well lighted space,
and be sure to lock your vehicle,
close the windows, and hide
shopping bags and gifts in the trunk.
 Avoid carrying large amounts
of cash; pay with a check or credit card whenever
possible.

Amazon.com offers Amazon Locker-a self service kiosk located in shopping centers, retail stores,
and elsewhere. Once you select an Amazon Locker,
you receive a pick up code when the package is
delivered. You can then collect your package up to 3
business days after delivery. If you fail to do so, the
package will be returned to Amazon.
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Which of the Following Strikes your Fancy?
Community Gardens

NATURE WALKS Renewable Energy BIKING

PLANNING & ORGANIZING

Green Initiatives EARTH DAY EVENTS

COMMUNITY PROJECTS Gardening MAPPING COMMUNITY TREE CANOPY
Local Farms

RAIN GARDENS Charting Goals

Identifying Local Businesses
Composting

CLIMATE ACTION PLANS

ELECTRIC CARS Potting Plants

EDUCATING
Community Habitats

KNOWING YOUR TREES

KNOWING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD Growing Herbs

INSECT HOTELS

The Environment LEARNING ABOUT POLLINATORS Land Use
WRITING ARTICLES

Working Alongside other Parkside Committees

If any of the above areas catch your interest, then Parkside GREEN is the place
for you! These are just a FEW of the possible initiatives that we as a community can
work on and develop next year. Perhaps you have another area of interest you
would like to explore? Let us know!

In January, we will begin setting up our action plan for Parkside GREEN using a framework developed
by Sustainable Maryland www.sustainablemaryland.com. Join us at our planning meetings – come share ideas
you would like to work on for the betterment of our community and the environment. Don’t have ideas yet?
Interested but not sure where to start? Feel free to stop by our meetings anyway! Our community is stronger
working together and Parkside committees are a great venue to do so.
Parkside GREEN meetings are held the second Tuesday each month, 7:00pm at the South Clubhouse.
A workshop style meeting may also be scheduled in January (date/time not determined as of this writing).
Contact Susan Pourian for more information/to receive updates via email smpourian@gmail.com or via note
to the office.
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Hail & Farewell

Recent Sales
Section II
513M 1/1

$210,000

Residential Mortgage
Services, Inc.

Listed in alphabetical order are the names of the
latest buyers and sellers of Parkside units.
Buyers: Gabriel & Gloria Fred
Anuraj Sundaresan

Section III
619K 3/1 ½

$225,000

Presidential Bank,
FSB

Sellers: Brian & Tracey Farasy
Gregory Souchack

We are currently 48.2% owner occupied.

Tips on Conserving Heating Fuel
Pepco gives us the tips below.
1. Turn down your thermostat at night or when
you're away for more than four hours during the
day. However, do NOT turn off your heating
system entirely or you may cause the pipes to freeze.
2. Clean or replace the filter in your forced-air
heating system each month.
3. Use kitchen, bath, and other ventilating fans
sparingly, and turn them off when their job is done.
A ventilating fan in use can blow away a houseful of
heat in just two to three hours.
4. Maintain proper air circulation. Keep heating
supply registers and cold-air return registers clear of
draperies and furniture.
5. Keep draperies and shades open during the
day to let the sunshine in; close them at night.
6. Dust or vacuum radiator surfaces frequently
because dust and grime impede the flow of heat.
7. Dressing wisely can help you retain the body's
natural heat. Closely woven fabrics retain the most
body heat. A long-sleeved sweater is good, a heavy
long-sleeved sweater is better, and two lightweight
sweaters are best (the air between them serves as
insulation to keep in more body heat).

Does YOUR Car's Parking Sticker
Have a BLUE Tree?
The parking permits with purple trees expired on
September 30. This year, only the entire parking
sticker is being replaced. Thus, each resident should
remove or replace with previous stickers with new
BLUE parking sticker including new numbers.
If you have removed the number from your car
or if you did not receive your new BLUE parking
sticker please contact the Management Office at once.
Note: the first numeral in your sticker number
indicates the section in which you live.
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Note to Off-Site Owners about
Address Changes
Off-Site Owners: Whenever you change your
mailing address (or your phone number), it’s important that you notify Management. The office
needs to maintain accurate contact information for
all owners.
You can get the appropriate form in the office,
or you can use the Owner Information Change
Form from www.parksidecondo.org, or you can
send an e-mail with the updated information to
parkside.condominium@verizon.net.

If You Smell Gas in Your
Building or Unit
Washington Gas reports that if you think you
smell natural gas, FIRST leave the area and THEN
call 9-1-1 or the Washington Gas Emergency
Leak Line at 703-750-1400. Never attempt to
locate the source of the odor.
If the odor is very strong or you hear a blowing
or hissing noise, vacate the building or area
immediately, leaving doors unlocked as you go.
Warn others as you exit, if possible. Do nothing
that could create an ignition source: don’t light a
match, don’t use any type of phone, don’t use any
type of battery-powered equipment, and don’t turn
light switches or electrical equipment on or off. ONLY when you’re a safe distance away from the building or area should you call 9-1-1 or the Washington
Gas emergency number listed above.

Utilities & Your July Condo Fee
In the month of July, the cost of utilities amounted
to 38.10% of your condominium fee. For example, if
your condominium fee is $400 per month, in July
$152.39 of that went for water, electricity, heating gas,
and cooking gas.
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CLASSIFIED ADS—Next Deadline: Monday, January 2

Services

Units for Rent
Section IV, 2BR, 1BA. “Str etch”
with expanded living/dining areas.
Balcony on the woods. $1775 includes utilities, parking, storage and
amenities. Contact Cooper Stanley
at 301 919-8237 RE/MAX Realty
Services. Office 240 403-0400
Section IV, 1BR, 1BA. Balcony
overlooking trees. $1475 includes
utilities, parking, storage and amenities. Call Cooper Stanley at 301 919
-8237. RE/MAX Realty Services.
Office 240 403-0400.

.

Units for Sale
Section V, 2BR, 2BA. Top floor.
Balcony. Many updates. Thermal
windows. Spacious and bright!
$325,000 call Don directly at 301
919-8287. RE/MAX Realty Services
office 240 403-0400

Cleaner: J o & Ines Cleaning
Service offers house, apartments,
and office cleaning. We can help
you on a weekly, bi-weekly, or
monthly basis. References
available, 10 years' experience.
We will be happy to assist you.
Call us for a free estimate, 301257-7487 or e-mail
lechob@hotmail.com.
Real Estate: What is the value of
my Parkside condo? What should
I do to keep it current, or to
prepare it for sale? What are the
improvements that will net the
highest return? For a free no
obligation appointment contact
Don Stanley RE/MAX Realty
Services. Direct 301 919-8287,
Office 240 403-0400
donstanleyrealty@gmail.com
Real Estate: When choosing an
agent to represent you it is
important you hire a market
expert. Thinking of selling,
buying, or renting? Call Sunita
Bali of RE/MAX Town Center
Park Potomac at 301-984-7108 or
sntbali@gmail.com.

Piano Teacher: Par kside r esident
offering piano lessons for budding
young pianists. Use a classical
approach. Terrific with kids. If
interested or would like to discuss
please call or text Kara at 301-6137942.
Real Estate: Buying, selling or
renting. 38 years of experience
helping home buyers and sellers
make sound real estate decisions.
Native of the DMV. Condos,
townhouse and single family
homes in MD, DC and VA. For a
referral anywhere in the country
and in over 100 other countries
contact Don Stanley.
donstanleyrealty@gmail.com
Direct 301 919-8287 Office 240
403-0400
Wellness: RESTART® Classes
coming January 2019! The
RESTART® Program is a fiveweek class. It combines the simple
elements of up-to-date nutrition
education, a guided 3-week sugar
detox, and small group support.
What more powerful way to
kickstart the new year into a new
healthy lifestyle?! For more
information, email
info@karendehavenwellness.com

Interested in Advertising at Parkside?
Parkside’s monthly newsletter is hand-delivered free of charge to 954 units (1,800 residents), mailed to an
additional 120 owners, and uploaded to the Association’s Web site. For additional information, please contact
Tris in the Management Office, parkside.condominium@verizon.net.
Advertising Rates*: Classified— $10– for 25 words, addition $1 per 10 words after Bus. Card—$25
1/4 page—$45 1/2 page—$75 Full Page—$125
* Payment is due with the ad. 1/4 page, 1/2 page, and full-page ads must be submitted electronically.
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